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Society's outcasts retrieve their dignity in the
judgment-free V|ews of Virginia de Medeiros, now
showing at the 31°' S3o Paulo Art Biennial and at
Galeria Nara Roesler SP in October, under the
curatorship of Moacir dos Anjos

Virginia de Medeiros takes the universe of society's
outcasts as the foundation for her multimedia work, which
employs photography, video, sculpture, installations and
other media, at times concurrently, in each new piece. Her
poignant art will be featured in Sao Paulo's Galeria Nara
Roesler from October 23 to November 23. The show is
curated by Moacir dos Anjos.

With her prejudice- and judgment-free perspective, never
victimizing or condemning her characters, the artist from
Feira de Santana builds controversial depictions of social
life that tell of unique stories. They represent obscure
aspects we prefer not to recognize, even though they are
somehow latent in every individual. They are the
subversion of the ruling status quo, especially as concerns
desire versus morals. Approaching their subjects from
unusual angles, her works boast uncommon beauty and
create a space where the existence of the many facets of
the elements society despises and of sexuality is assured.

A case in point is Serg/o e Simone (2010/2014), now
showing at the 31° S30 Paulo Art Biennial. Through three
simultaneous video projections, the audience learns about
the story of Simone, a transvestite from a rundown area in
Salvador who reassumes her male identity after a crack-
induced convulsion and becomes an evangelical pastor,
after which she oscillates between her two personas and
religions - candomblé and Christian Pentecostalism.

Galeria Nara Roesler will feature three of Virginia de
Medeiros' works, made between 2006 and 2014. In the
latest of the pieces, Em Torno dos Meus Maritimos (2014),
the Bahia native presents four photographs and a video
portraying Dona Marinalva, known in Salvador as Casteleira.
She owns a brothel known as Castelo (Castle) that doubles
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