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Live Cash: Floresta Brasileira,  
after Johnson Heade, 2022 
archival inkjet print 
edition of 6 + 4 AP 
197,1 x 160 cm | 77.6 x 63 in

Dinheiro Vivo [Live Cash] is the latest series 

of works by artist Vik Muniz. His starting 

point came from a partnership between the 

artist and the Central Bank of Brazil, which 

provided him with a set of discarded and 

shredded banknotes. A peculiarity of the 

Brazilian Real, the local currency, is the fact 

that they are stamped with animals of the 

local fauna, such as macaws, lion tamarins, 

jaguars and herons.

Using these fragments, Muniz 

reconstructs landscape paintings by 

historical artists, such as Frans Post, Johann 

Moritz Rugendas and Johnson Heade, who 

worked in Brazil and representated tropical 

vegetation and fauna in their practice. With 

this, Muniz proposes a reflection on the ways 

in which a country’s nature, fauna and flora 

are transformed into symbols that build an 

idealist image for the consumption of others. 

By using money to create the images, Muniz 

also reflects on the idea of value, the value  

of nature, the value of art, and even the value 

of money itself.





Live Cash: Selva, after  
Johann Moritz Rugendas, 2022 
archival inkjet print 
edition of 6 + 4 AP 
160 x 246,5 | 63 x 97.03 in





Live Cash: Mata Virgem perto  
de Manqueretipa, after  

Johann Moritz Rugendas, 2022 
archival inkjet print 
edition of 6 + 4 AP 

160 x 208,3 cm | 63 x 82 in





Live Cash: Serra Ouro Branco,  
after Johann Moritz Rugendas, 2022 
archival inkjet print 
edition of 6 + 4 AP 
160 x 212,1 | 63 x 83.5 in





Live Cash: Mata reduzida a carvão,  
after Felix Taunay, 2022 
archival inkjet print 
edition of 6 + 4 AP 
160 x 230,9 cm | 63 x 90.91 in





Live Cash: Vista da costa da Bahia,  
after Johann Moritz Rugendas, 2022 

archival inkjet print 
edition of 6 + 4 AP 

206,5 x 160 cm | 81.3 x 63 in





vik muniz
b. 1961, são paulo, brazil 

lives and works between rio de janeiro, brazil and new york, united states

Vik Muniz' body of work explores the limits of representations within visual 

arts, twinning his production with an urge to grasp the world’s current state 

of affairs. Using raw materials such as thorn paper, cotton, sugar, chocolate 

or waste, the artist meticulously composes landscapes, portraits or other 

depictions offering alternative representations and understandings of these 

materials and the images they render.

 

According to the critic and curator Luisa Duarte, ‘his work demands a 

retrospective gaze from the public. In order to ‘read’ his photos, one must 

question and analyse the process of making, the materials used, as well  

as identify the original image, so as to attain the meaning of the image.  

Vik’s work brings into play a series of questions for our ‘regard’ and creates 

a space for doubt, which is where we build our understanding.’

 

In tandem with his artistic practice Vik Muniz has headed social projects 

that rely on art and creativity to aid low-income communities in Brazil  

and has also produced artworks that aim to give visibility to marginalized 

groups in society.
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